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original purpose, and is maintained by the British Govern-
ment for irrigation. The character of Firuz can best
be gathered from the records he has left behind him,
a translation of one of which, preserved by Ferishta, is
worthy of reproduction even in a brief history of the
Muhammadan epoch/
" It has been usual in former times to spill Muham- *
madan blood on trivial occasions, and for small crimes
to mutilate and torture them, by cutting off* the hands
and feet, and noses and ears, by putting out eyes, by
pulverising the bones of the living criminal with mallets,
by burning the  body with fire, by crucifixion, and by
nailing the hands and feet, by flaying alive, by the opera-
tion of ham-stringing, and by cutting human beings to
pieces.     God in   His   infinite   goodness,  having  been
pleased to confer on me the power, has also inspired
me with the disposition to put an end to these practices.
It is my resolution, moreover, to restore, in the daily
prayers offered up for the royal family, the names of all
those princes, my predecessors, who have reigned over
the empire of Delhi, in hopes that these prayers, being
acceptable to God, may in some measure appease His
wrath, and ensure His mercy towards them.    It is also
hereby proclaimed  that the small and vexatious  taxes
payable to the public servants of Government as per-
quisites of offices by small traders ;   that licenses  for
the right of pasturage from shepherds on waste lands
belonging to the crown ;   fees from flower-sellers, fish-
sellers, cotton-cleaners, and cooks ; and the precarious
and fluctuating taxes on shopkeepers and vintners, shall
henceforth cease throughout the realm ; for it is tetter
to relinquish this portion of the revenue than realise it at
the expense of so much distress, occasioned by the dis-
cretionary power necessarily vested in tax-gatherers and
officers of authority ; nor will any tax hereafter be levied